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WATER SUPPLY — LAKE GRACE 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.51 pm]: I want to bring to the house’s 
attention the situation in which we find ourselves in the Lake Grace area of the Agricultural Region. Last Monday, 
25 March, I, and a number of people, attended a water shortage crisis meeting held in Lake Grace. It has been a very 
difficult 12 months for them. Ironically, one of the first trips we made to that area in government was in early 2017 
after severe floods. Now, we are looking down the barrel of quite a severe drought in that part of the world. 

I acknowledge and thank Bob Iffler who reached out to us. Bob has been a very loud proponent and a good servant 
of his community. He contacted us to come down and listen to what the locals had to say. The meeting was 
convened by the Western Australian Farmers Federation Lake Grace zone. I must confess the meeting turned out 
to be a different beast from what I expected, but we certainly had a good turnout as a consequence. Lake Grace 
shire president Jeanette De Landgrafft and CEO Denise Gobbart attended. Our federal candidate for O’Connor, 
Shelley Payne, came down for a look as well. Noel Bairstow met us, drove us around in the bus and showed us his 
farms. We saw many dry dams and the great asset the community has in Tommy’s dam, which still had 
a reasonable amount of water in it. He also took us to his property and showed us a magnificent dam of about 
25 000 cubic metres that he had built. I think Noel said he put in that dam about 10 or 15 years ago and that it has 
effectively droughtproofed his property. He still has plenty of water in that dam that he can use for livestock and 
spraying. It is a great example of how individual farmers can go about droughtproofing their properties. He put in 
the dam with the assistance of a scheme that is no longer in place—that is, the farm water rebate scheme. He 
showed us that for the cost of a new Toyota HiLux, people could droughtproof their farms. I think that would be 
a pretty good investment and it is good example for other farmers in the area to follow. 

As we travelled around on the bus tour, we looked at some decommissioned Water Corporation dams. The 
Water Corporation had many small dams in this area of regional WA before scheme water went in, but it is unable 
to guarantee the quality of water from those dams, so many have been decommissioned. We can certainly look at 
ways in which we can make those dams community assets, as non-potable water sources for livestock and spraying. 

I thank and acknowledge the considerable number of public servants who came with me. There was Trish Pedelty 
from Dave Kelly’s office, Donna Plummer from my office, Richard Newman from the Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation and Evan Hambleton from the Water Corp. We also had Neil Guise from the 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development in Bunbury; Christine Thompson from Katanning; 
Alison Lacey from Narrogin; Tracy Culvert and Liz Tanner from the rural water planning division of the 
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation; Adrian Stewart, regional manager for the great southern, 
from Albany; and Tom Edwards, policy adviser to Minister MacTiernan. In the room we had anyone and everyone 
who would be across these issues and able to help. We had about 40 locals. The member for Roe, Peter Rundle, 
came. Hon Colin Tincknell was there. We also had John Hassell, the Nationals WA candidate for O’Connor, and 
of course Shelley Payne, the Labor candidate for O’Connor. 

We heard a lot of calls for the reinstatement of the farm water rebate scheme—I do not expect that that will happen 
with the budget position we find ourselves in—but what I learnt from that day is that it clearly has not worked. 
That scheme had put over $30 million over 20-odd years into hopefully droughtproofing farms, but we find 
ourselves in the position that we are in now, with an area of the district that clearly is not droughtproofed. I think 
the job for us as a government is to work with these local communities to work out how we can better manage 
existing water assets. There is a scheme that works particularly well, although it is under immense strain at the 
moment, because really it is the only water left, other than the few key non-potable supplies. 

I also learnt that the federal government has done nothing at all. No federal government representatives were at 
the meeting. The local federal member was not there and there has been no federal investment. I understand that 
the state government is now developing a scheme in conjunction with the federal government to help farmers to 
work to droughtproof their properties. I certainly hope that comes to fruition and it is a better scheme than the 
one we have had in the past. I look forward to continuing to work with the community in the future. There are 
several affected communities east of Kulin, at Lake Grace, Newdegate and Lake King. A lot of communities in 
that area are running short of water and they need a good soaking rain. We are getting to that stage of the year 
when that rain is due along fairly soon. I wish all the communities in that lakes area a productive season. It will 
rain; it always does. It will rain again soon and put some much-needed water into the storage dams. We will keep 
working with those communities into the future to resolve the issues they have. 
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